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PROVISIONAL SPECIPICATION. 

Improvements in or relating to Appliances for use in Practising or 

Playing (James. 




We HLajirt Cothhkbt Deam, Enffineer, 

WA, and JiHEs HEsraY Nabkn. 
Engineer of 12; Heath Hiirst Road 
5 flampstead. London, ST.W.S, both mih- 
jectg of the King of Great Britain, do 
hereby declare the nature of this inveidion 
. to be as follows;— 

This indention relates to appliances for 

10 use m practisin? or playing games. 
Several forms of goU practisinff 
appliances are Imown and in one of these 
prior aiTOngements a golf ball was con- 
nected by a leDj?th of cord or the lilcA 

15 to a length of rubber the latter beinff for 
the purpose of returning the ball to the 
pkyer after the baU had been struck, 
ilus pnor proposal is not, however a 
satisfactory arrangement since there is a 

20 Po^ioility on rebound of the ball of the 
latter striting the player, 
. It 13 the chief object of the presejit 
invention to provide an improved 

25 dS^aS ' *° """""""^ 

According to the invention a golf or 
equivalent ball w attached to a le^th of 
m^ic material such as cord or string 
and a controlling device is provided 

3Q disposed as to return the ball to the 
player biit not to a position beyond that 
from which the ball was hit. The end 
01 the inelastic material remote from the 
ban IS adapted to be anchored. The con- 

l^n^^ Z^T^'t- comprises a 
length of ekstic matenal such a3 rubber 
connected to and extending transverselv 
or m a similar position relativelv to the 
melastic material and (Haposed 'interme- 

40 diate the ball and the anchored end of 
the inelastic^terial. In the operation 
of the improved appliance the ball is hit 
m the direction of the anchored end of 
the melastic naaterial with the result that 
Y^VI^^J" inertia of the 

struck baU is dissipated in lifting the in- 
elastic material (Which normafly lies 
aloni? the ground) and when the ball 
passes* thfr point of connection of thi^ 

50 inelastic material to the eloetic material 
the rmaimng inerKa of the ball is 
exnended in tensioning the elastic 
matena l whjch s erves to return the ball 



to its original position. It will be appre- 
ciated that the ball cannot be retomed 
beyond the position from which it was 
struck since as it is connected to the in- 
elastic material it cannot move beyond 
the point deterauned by the length of the 
said inelastic material. In one form of 
the invention we provide a length of cord 
one end of which may be connected to a 
prong or stake that^ can be pushed or 
driven into the groimd whilst the other 
end . is connected to a golf ball. Inter- 
mediate the ends of the cord a rubber 
strand ma^f be arranged transversely to 
the aforesaid cord and having- a loop pi-e- 
f erabl:^- of metal through which the afore- 
said cord can act end. Each end of the 
rubber strand may be provided with 
stakes which can also be pushed or driven 
into the groand. The rubber strand when 
m position may be pulled taut preferably 
due to the provision of means for adjust- 
ing the rubber /rtrand between the stakes. 
As aforesaid the cord and the rubber 
strand are arranged at right angles to one 
another the point of conuection of the 
rubber to the cord being preferably dis- 
posed nearer to the ball than the 
anchored end of the cord. The position 
to which the ball is returned after being 
struck indicates whether the ball has been 
cleanly liit or whether it has been oe 
"ehced/' "pulled" or "foozled." ^ 
Instead of staking fte ends of the rubber 
strand and the end of the cord these ends 
may be attached to weights to enable the 
appliance io be used where it is not pos- 
sible to use stakes. In order securely to 
attach the ends of the rubber to the 
stakes or weights whilst at the same time 
to permit the length of the rubber strand 
to be varied it is preferred to employ a 
piece or strip of leather or sunilar 
matenal which can be looped around the 
stake or around a projection on the 
^eights the ends of the rubber being 
threaded through for example four holes im 
disposed in the contacting ends of the 
leather strip or the like. This arranffe- 
ment provides a secure attachment for the 
rubber whilst at the same time permit- 
nng ready adjustment thereof. If .a. 
desired the end of the cord which is ^""^ 
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secured to the ball may likewise be pro- 
vided witii such a construction of attach- 
ment. It wfll of course be appreciated 
that the ball may be provided with ' a 
5 staple or other suitable device to which 
a leather strip or the lihe can be con- 
nected. If desired, instead of utilizing 
stakes or weights as aforesaid the cord 
and the rubber may be connected to a 

10 wooden -frame or a frame made of other 
suitable materiaL^ For example^ the- 
frame may comprise three arms to the 
end of one of which one end of the cord 
may be connected whilst to the ends of 

15 the other two arms the ends of the length 
of elastic material may be connected. 
The cord is preferably arranged to lie 
along tlie length of one^ of the $aid arms 
the other two arms being disposed at 

20 such angles tp the aforesaid arm that the 
elastic material is arranged at right 
angles to the cord but out of contact with 
the said arms to which it is connected. 
For example, the three arms may be 

2^ arranged at 120*^ relatively to each other, 
llie arms of the said frame are preferably 
hingedly or otherwise suitably connected 
togetiier to enable the frame to occupy 
a minimum amount of space when not 

30 required for use and preferably to enable 
it to be packed in a golf bag. 



If desired, in order to indicate the 
length of drive a measuring device may 
be employed; for example, the arm along 
which the said cord lies may be cali- 35 
brated and a bead or ball may be threaded 
on to the cord which slides along the cord 
when the ball is struck the position of the 
bead or ball relatively to the calibrations 
on the said arms serving to indicate the 40 
length of drive. 

The metal loop aforesaid which is 
adapted to connect the length of cord to 
the dastiq material preferably comprises 
a pair of loops ari*anged in planes at 45 
right angles to one another the loop 
tm-ough which the elastic material is 
adapted to pass preferably being some- 
what don^ated. 

Althoudti the invention has been de- 50 
scribed above as applied to a golf practis- 
ing appliance it is to be understood that 
the invention may be applied to games 
01* to other practising appliances such as 
those employed for practising teimis. 53 

Dated this 1st dav of April. 1933. 
HASELTES^: LAKE & Co., 

28, Southampton Buildings, London, 

England, and 
19—25, West 44tb Street. New York, 
TJ.S.A,. 
Agents for the Applicants. 



COMPLETE SPEdFICATIOlsr. 

Improvements in ox relating to Appliances for use in Practising or 

Playing Games. 



We, BjlBEt CyrHBEB.T Seajsib, Engineer, 
of 4, Holders Hill Boad, Hendon, London, 
S'.W.4, and James Henky 2fADB3sr, 
Engineer, of 12, Heath Hurst Boad, 

60 Hampstead, London, IT.W.3, both sub- 
jects of the "King of Great Britain,, do 
hereby declare the nature of this invention 
and in what manner the same is to be per- 
formed, to be particularly described and 

-65 ascertained in and by the f oUowixLg state- 
ment : — 

This iuYention relates to ajjplianc^ for 
use- in practising or playing gsunes. 
Several forms of golf practising 

70 appliances are knorm and in one of these 
pnpr arrangements a golf baB yr^B con- 
nected by a length of cord or the lite 
to a length of rubber the latter being for 
the j)urpose of returning the baB to the 

75 nlayer after the ball had been struck. 
This prior proposal is not, however, a 
satisfactory arrangement since there is a 
possibilitv on xebound xrf the baB of the 
latter striking the player. 

jBO It is the cliief object of the present 
invention to provide an improved 



appliance with a view to overcoming this 
disadvantage. 

According to the invention the 
appliance comprises a golf or equivalent 
ball attached to one end of a length of 
flexible inelastic material such as cord 
or string the other , end of which in use 
is anchored to a flxed'^poiut an elastic 
controllinff device being provided which 
is adapted to return the baB to a player 
but not to a position beyond that deter- 
mined by the effective lengtli of the in- 
elastic material. The controlling device 
preferably comprises a length of rubber 
connected and extending transversely to 
the inelastic material and disposed inter- 
mediate the ball and the anchored end 
of the inelastic material the ends of the 
length of rubber also being anchored in 100 
use. When using the appliance the 
flexible inelastic materia, is taut and lies 
alonff the ground and when the baB is 
hit the elastic controlling device is ten- 
sioned and serves to retom the baB to ICiT 
the player but not to a position beyond 
that determined bv the length of the iu- 
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to eadi other. The aims 13. 14^d 15 
are mounted between a paK of plates 19 

the aims 13 and 14 are pi^«J^ 
^ 13» and 14' so as to be capable rf 
5 Sg Rotated relatively to the plate« 19 
so to permit the two ^ms Id and 14 
to He a^inst the aim 15 to enable the 
f^e to occupy a minimum amomit 
Ipace TThen not required for and pr^ 
10 ^bly ta enable it to be pa«*^i«^ifl" 
b^. In the example shoira, the arm 15 
k ^Tjrated and the cord 5 is associated 
^Sa bead or baU 11" for inaicating the 

lensrth. of drive. . , i. 

ts ^thougi the invention has been dc- 
scribS above as applied to a golf p^c^ 
i^appliance it is to be understood that 
ffi Xition may be applied to ga^3 or 
■to other practismg appliances such as 
oo tLse employed for practismg , 
Having now particularly described and 
ascert^ed the nature of o^ said mven- 
in what manner the same is to 
b^ pSormed. we declare that what we 

^ '^An'^^pUance for practiMng or play- . 

W^es comprising a goU or eumva- 

l^t ball attached to one end of a length 

fl«ible inelastic material sucb as cord 

TO or String the other end of whicb in use 

^ d Sted to a feed pomt an 

^teolling device being provided which 

^^Ptef to return the ball to a player 

but not to a position beyondjiat dete- 

35 Xed> the .effective length of the 

inelastic material. , . . 

o An appliance for practising or play- 

ijii' ^Sies as in dam . 1, wherein tbe 
dSlic controlling device comprises a 
10 iSSi of elastic J^,^ 
cffl^ected to and citendmg transversely 
to'ft^ Elastic material and di^osed 
intermediate the ends of the inelastic 

IK ™3**?golf practiang appUance compris- 
ini'a^lf ball attached at one «ad to a 
Srth of flexible inelasuc matoial ^ch 
Jlord, means for anchoring tie othex 
of the indasHc material to a fixed 
■ =A point an elastic controlling devTice for 
^^aSment to and ^^^^^^ ± 
^^Z^ transversely of the inelastac 
substantially midway of the ends 
of the inelastic material means to 
55 anchoring the^ends of the elf tj« «=°"*"lr 
^ liM device, the arrangement braiig such 
that the controlHntf denco returns the 

ball to the p1»7«,1>«L?°*A''-^jS 
determined by the length of the inelastic 

PQ m^en^. .^^^ Tjradisinp or play- 
iBs'gamra ^ in daim 2 or 3. wherein the 
elakfic controlling device and the in- 



elastic material are connected together in _ 
S iier as to permit the meU^c 6u 
Litcrial to move along the length of the 
pontrolliiM? device. , , 

5 iiSpliance for practising or play- 
i4-g^^^Lindaim^2.3or^wh^"^ 
Si S^controiling device and mdasuc 70 

material are connected together by a 
rS^mprising a pair 
Si suriounds the elastic controUoM 
iXe and the other the melastic ^ 

o'Sapplianca for practising or play- 

S^g also the ends of the elastic con- 
*"f^^1w for practising or play- 

J-^^^^asinans: of P'f^f 
^ii^ 2 to 6, wherein pegs or stakes or 85 

^p W for anch«i^^^; 
T^oMS the ends of the elastic controllmg 
Se^d/or. the anchored ^d of ge 
Vnffth of inelastic matenal beinq 
ISed tiirough strips of n^enal 90 
T7hich are looped around the pegs or 
stakes for the purpose specified 

8 An appUance for practising or jday- 
ia. gSnes as in^any of the .Vf^^S „ 
&S l to 5, which 19 earned by a 9a 

^An appliance for practising orplav- 
«fflie3 as in claim 8, wh^in ^e 
Slme comprises three a™?,.^'*^^,^^ 
™hich the ekstic ronteollin? device is ^ 
SsJ^ed, the length of ^^If 
heing anchored to the remote end of the 

"^lo" 1^' appliance for practising or 
puJint^amL' as in claim 9, wherein the 
raid frame is collapsible. 

U. ^appUance for ^^^timng or 
playing gam^ as in any of the P^ec^S 
wherein means are V^^f^Jf 
iSting the apparent le^^^,?*.^^ iiO 

12 Aa appliance for practising or 
plSing gaSS as in claim 10 wherem 
?hSa^an8 comprises a member sudi 
^ ahead sUdably arranged on the m- 
da^c material relatively to a suitably 

"ts.^ A Sf-practising appliance s^ 
BtaatiaUv^as dLribed or as shown m the 
accompanying drawings. 
Dated this 18thday ofJuly, 1933. 
: HASmiTEyE. LAKE &_po.. 
98 SouthamTvtou Bnildings, London, 
England, and 
"West 4'tb Street, Few Xort. 
■' TT P.A.. 

. Agents for the Applicants. ' 
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- " elastic material. Cpnseq^ueiitly Wlieii thtf 
ball is hit with the inelastic material in 
a taut condition there is no possibiHiy of 
the baE on rebonnd returning to .a posi- 
5 tion beyond that from which it was hit 
thus eluainating the danger of the ball 
on the rebound^ etrildng the player. He 
inelastic material and the elastic control- 
ling device may be connected together by 
10 a deTice having a pair of loops through 
one of which the said cord passes and 
througli the other of which the control- 
ling device passes^ Means are preferably 
provided with a view to indicating the 
13 apparent length of drive. Stakes or pegs 
or weights ma^r be provided for anchoring 
the applumce in position or alternatively 
the appHance niay be associated with a 
frame which is preferably collapsible and 
20 which can be srapported for example on 
the floor of a room 

In order that the said invention may 
be clearly understood and readily carried 
into effect the same will now be more 
25 fully described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which. :^ — 

Pigure 1 is a perspective view of one 
form of the invention for use as a golf 
practising appliance; and 
30 Pigure 2 is a further form of the 
invention ; 

In Pigure 1 the reference numeral 3 
indicates a golf ball having a staple 4 
to wliich. is attached a length of inelagtic 
35 material 5 such as cord or ?tring. The 
end of the inelastic material 5 remote 
^ from the ball 3 is adapted to be anchored 
to the ground for which purpose a stake 
or staple 6 is jxrovided. The stake 6 has 
40 a piece or stri^ of leather or similar 
material 7 which is looped around the 
stake 6 the end of the cord 5 bemg 
threaded as shown througfh four holes dis- 
posed in the contacting ends of the 
45 leather strip T. This arrangement pro- 
vides a secure attadunent for the end of 
the cord 5 whilst at the same time permit- 
ting the active length of the cord to be 
varied according to requirements. The 
5Q elastic controlling device as shown com- 
prises a length, of elastic material 8 such 
as rubber connected to and extending 
transvers^A^to the cord 5 and disposed 
intermediate the ball 3 and tlie anchored 
55 €nd of the cord. The ends of the elastic 
material 8 are anchored by means of 
stak^ 9 each stake being provided with 
a piece or strip of leather or similar 
material 10. The free ends of the elastic 
QQ material 8 are threaded througli lioles in 
the strips 10 to enable the active length 
of elastic material 8 to be varied and to 
provide a secure connection between the 
ends of the elastic materisd and the stakes 
65 9. The e'sftic material 8 is connected to 



the cord 5 by means of a device compris- 
ing a loop Jl surrounding the elastic 
material 8 and another loop 12 arranged 
at right angles to the loop 11 and sur- 
rounding the cord 5 the arrangement 70 . 
being such that the cord 5 can move cdong 
the elastic material 8. 

In the operation of the improved 
appliance the ball 3 is hit in the direc- 
tion of the ancliored end of the cord 5 75 
with the result that some proportion of 
the inertia of the struck ball is dissipated 
in lifting the card 5 (which normally is 
taut and lies along the ground) and when 
the ball passes the point of connection of 80 
the cord 5 to the elastic material 8 the 
remaining inertia of the ball is expended 
in tensioning the elastic material 8 which 
serves to return the ball to its original 
position. It will be appreciated that the 33 
ball cannot be returned b^ond the posi- 
tion determined Ixy the effective length 
of the said cord 5 ; thus afifmmfng that the 
ball is hit from the position in which 
the cord 5 is taut as shown ia Figure 1 99 
the ball cannot return to a position 
beyond that from which it was Lit thereby 
elininating the possibility of the hall in 
its return striking the player. The 
-position to which the ball is 95 
returned after being struck indicates 
whether the ball has been cleanly hit or 
whether it has been " sliced V " puUed " 
or " foozled," If desired the appliance 
may be associated with means for indicat- 100 
in^ the apparent length of drive. For 
this purpose a strip of flasible material 
such, as tape 11 may be arranged to lie 
beneath, the cord 5 between elastic 
material 8 and the stake 6. The tape 11 105 
is graduated as shown and a slidably 
arranged bead or ball 11*" is arranged on 
the cord 5. When iiie baU is struck the 
cord 5 is lifted and the bead 11" travels 
along the cord to an extent depending on ilO 
the force of drive. 

Instead of staMng the ends of the 
elastic material 8 and the end of the cord 
5 these ends may be attached to weights 
to enable the appliance to be used where 115 
it is not possible to drive in stakes. 

Instead of using stakes or weights as 
aforesaid the cord and lie rubber strip 
^ may be connected to a wooden frame or 
a frame made of other suitable material ; 120 
such an arrangement is disclosed in 
Figure 2. The frame as shown comprises 
three arms 13, 14 and 15. The cord 5 
is attached to the end of the arm 15 at 
ihe point 16 and the len^h of rubber or 125 
the like 8 is connected between the two 
arms 13 and 14 at -the points 17 and 18 
respectively. The cord 5 as shown lies 
along the length of the arm 15 the three 
arms being arranged at 120*^ relatively ISO 
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